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away with his feet in absurd button boots hanging limply
over the edge.
The fact that he was not left in the water to decompose with
the other corpses, but was driven away in a carriage, suggests
that he must have been a prisoner of some importance. I
wonder what the circumstances were that made him so anxious
to take his own life. The incident is not worth recording for its
own sake, it was only one among many, to which after a few
hours, one grew accustomed, but it was the first of all the horrors
that I saw, and it gave me furiously to think. I had always
imagined it must be so easy to die, that death in fact was
always lurking in readiness to spring, that it was like a wild
animal, against which one had to guard, and the difficulty
therefore, the slowness with which this man died in spite of all
his efforts, was a great surprise to me.
The Mussulmans believe that "what is written is written."
A man, therefore, who takes his life is opposing that
which is written. He is creating the end before it is
meant to be. This man's hour had not come as planned
by destiny, hence his difficulty. At least that is how I explain
the phenomenon to myself. Others may argue that according
to the destiny theory the man was destined to suicide, but I
regard suicide as a violent act of revolt against that which is
written in one's fate.
Every day I assisted at the terrible spectacle of the refugees
forcing their way through the half-open gate on to the quay.
The idea was to open only one half in order to control the flood,
but those for whom the stream did not go fast enough tried to
climb the spiked fence. They would drop their children and
their baggage over and fail to get over themselves, or be beaten
back by the Turkish guard. Families got separated and wept
hysterically. Confusion and chaos reigned supreme. The
men of military age were not allowed to depart, they were kept
for no one knew what purpose, but it was rumoured tltey were
intended to rebuild the areas that had been laid waste by the
Greek army. In other words, it was probable that theirf amilies
never would see them again. Sons were torn from tfceir
mothers, and husbands from wives and cbildreit Some
attempted to appear old and bent, or so ill as to necessitate

